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GIFT of TIME

Imagine that you are fleeing your 
country after your hometown is 
bombed. After walking hu Imagine that 
you are fleeing your country after your 
hometown is bombed. After walking 
hundreds of kilometres on foot, you 
reach a shelter where you are given 
hot food, a clean bed, blankets, and 
warm clothing. A kind church volunteer 
squeezes your hand and tells you how 
to safely find accommodation over the 
border, and they pray for your safety. 

Imagine that you live in the Horn of 
Africa. After years of cycles of drought 
everything has died. Then you hear 
about another place not far away 
where the local church has set up a 
water source, where water runs for an 
hour each day from a tap attached to 
a borehole. For the first time in years, 
you can drink clean water until you are 
no longer thirsty.

Imagine that you have grown up 
in poverty in Vietnam, now living 
with a fused spine and confined to a 
wheelchair in the prone position. A 
church organisation helps make your 
simple, but life-saving dreams come 

true. To go to the toilet and have a 
shower on your own, and to receive 
physical therapy in the distant hope of 
one day walking again.

Every one of these examples is real. 
They are examples of what happens 
when people and communities are 
facing hard times and when Caritas 
steps in. Usually the problem is big, 
but very often one small solution, like 
a water source, a bowl of hot soup, or 
an opportunity to learn can make a 
powerful impact.

Now, imagine a world where your 
compassion and generosity extend 
far beyond your lifetime. A world 
where your legacy lives on, touching 
the lives of those in need for years to 
come. This is the remarkable power of 
a bequest—an authentic and heartfelt 
gift that empowers Caritas Australia to 
e�ect lasting change. 

Through bequests, we can o�er 
hope to those displaced by conflict, 
natural disasters, or poverty. Your 
generosity can provide secure 
shelters, warm meals, and clothing to 
individuals who have lost everything. 

It can facilitate life-saving access to 
clean water or equip individuals with 
the skills to break the cycle of poverty. 

Caritas means love and compassion, 
and it is one of the only things that 
really has the power to change the 
world. To me, and to the people we 
work with, it also means hope. It is 
the hope that the world can become a 
more equal and just place for all.

Together, we can leave a legacy of 
love and hope—one that transcends 
borders, cultures, and generations. 
Your bequest to Caritas Australia will 
forever change lives, bringing hope, 
dignity, and a brighter future for those 
who need it most.

Your legacy is safe in our hands. By 
leaving a gift to Caritas Australia, you 
will be contributing to a better future 
for vulnerable communities worldwide 
for generations to come.

To learn more about leaving a bequest 
to Caritas Australia, please contact 
our dedicated team at legacyoflove@
caritas.org.au or visit our website 
www.caritas.org.au

Leave a lasting Legacy of Love: Transform lives 

with a Bequest to Caritas Australia

 legacyoflove@caritas.org.au.

Memory (centre) with her parents, Lector and Lute, and 
siblings in their village in Mwanza district, southern Malawi.

http://www.caritas.org.au
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Invest in the future of the world by leaving a charitable gift in 
your Will. Your generosity today will create a brighter tomorrow 
for people living in poverty.

Leaving just 1% of your Estate to Caritas Australia can change 
the lives of so many vulnerable people around the world.

Give the gift of hope and compassion by leaving a charitable 
gift in your Will today.

If you would like to leave a gift in your Will or would like
to know more, contact our Gifts in Wills Specialist on
0438 530 908 or legacyoflove@caritas.org.au.

Memory (centre) with her parents, Lector and Lute, and 
siblings in their village in Mwanza district, southern Malawi.
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The Joy of Giving is the experience you 
feel when supporting your favourite 
charitable cause. Whether it is a 
donation or a bequest in your Will, this 
joy spreads to people and communities 
across the Pacific, Asia, India, Africa 
and to Australia through our many 
worthwhile life-changing projects.

As Christians we are grateful for the 
many blessings we have received in our 
lives and where possible we consider 
how we can give back and really help 
others. 

The MSC Mission O�ice gives 
communities a hand-up to improve their 
health, education, their environment and 
access to clean drinking water. 

In recent years, after Covid-19, the 
number of donations has deceased and 
we need bequest income to continue 
our good works.

Will you join us and consider 
leaving a gift in your Will?

Remember the MSC Mission Office in your Will

*Go into the WHOLE WORLD and proclaim the GOOD NEWS — Mark 16:15

You can do something really joyful and leave a gift 
in your Will to expand the life-changing projects carried 
out to help the poor and disadvantaged in developing 
countries and to assist seminarians and clergy in their 
essential work.
A gift in your Will to the MSC Mission O�ice ensures 
that requests for larger projects can be completed as 
all bequest income is allocated to real projects and 

not treated as general income. No matter whether 
a bequest is large or small it will be used to make a 
di�erence with tangible projects such as classrooms; 
meeting halls; school facilities; solar power installations; 
large environment projects; clean water initiatives and 
providing essential health facilities as well as Australian 
projects such as parolee training and rehabilitation 
programs. Wouldn’t that be joyful?

The of
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Remember the MSC Mission Office in your Will

YOUR WILL
Please consider how you could help the work of the MSC Mission O�ice by including 
a gift in your Will through:

• A set amount of money 
• A percentage of your estate 
• Residue of your estate after all expenses and other gifts are distributed 
• A specific item or real estate

For the correct legal wording for your Will, go to our website or phone/email us for our 
BEQUEST & WILLS KIT.

You can also phone our director Father Roger Purcell MSC (02 9697 0983) for a confidential discussion on the 
range of project areas that you may consider directing your gift towards.

Phone 02 9697 0983  |  Email mscmisio@mscmission.org  |  Donate online at www.mscmission.org.au 

PO Box 3050, Eastlakes NSW 2018

• purchasing computers, accessories and their   

 installation for our Mission school in the Democratic  

 Republic of the Congo

• Building a shelter, drilling a well, providing a water 

 tank and building toilet facilities at the Mogapeng  

 village, Ngwabitsi Catholic Mission South Africa

• Meeting hall or Maneaba at Chevalier College 
 Kiribati (formerly Gilbert Islands)- see photos

• New classrooms and amenities at Keyser 
 College Nauru

• School classrooms, science lab and teacher   
 accommodation at Dindigul School, India

Some examples of how bequest gifts have been used in the past:

Scan the QR code to 
go to our bequest 

web page

Find out more www.mscmission.org.au
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Seven-year-old Lucinda, who lives in a 
remote village in Timor-Leste, wants to 
be a teacher when she grows up. 

“I like going to school because I have 
many friends.  We read together, sing 
together, draw together, count together 
and play together.  I would like to be a 
teacher, just like my teacher!”

Lucinda has been inspired not only 
by her teacher but also by the visits her 
school receives from Mary MacKillop 
Today’s Inclusive Early Education 
Project, a colourful mobile learning 
bus that brings a variety of fun and 
interactive experiences to Lucinda and 
her classmates. This project is made 
possible by the generosity of people like 
you. Thanks to your wonderful support, 
you are helping to develop a love of 
learning in children across Timor-Leste.

Mary MacKillop Today is continuing 
the work of Saint Mary MacKillop 
and the Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
transforming lives through education 
and the teaching of practical life skills 
so that people can thrive.

Just as Mary helped where the need 
was greatest, your support can change 
the lives of marginalised communities 
in Australia and overseas, so they can 
break the cycle of poverty and realise 
their full potential.

By remembering Mary MacKillop 
Today in your Will, your generous 
gift will support vital projects across 
Australia, Timor-Leste, Peru and Fiji, 
including:
• Giving children educational 
opportunities in the most remote and 
disadvantaged areas

• Fighting preventable diseases in 
schools through health literacy
• Helping women to learn skills to 
earn a fair income and lead their 
communities
• Providing training for parents so 
they can play an active role in their 
children’s learning at home
• Supporting people in economic 
hardship and distress to become 
financially stable.

You can continue Saint Mary’s
life-changing work and help vulnerable 
communities by including Mary 
MacKillop Today in your Will. A gift in 
your Will, however large or small, is 
a powerful way to leave a legacy for 
future generations.

Please call April on 02 8912 2720 to 
find out more.

Mary MacKillop Today
By leaving a gift to Mary MacKillop Today in your Will, you can continue the life-changing legacy 

of Saint Mary MacKillop, helping people in some of the most vulnerable situations to flourish.

  “We must teach more by example than by word.” - Saint Mary MacKillop -1867

I like going to 

school because I 

have many friends.  

We read together, 

sing together, 

draw together, 

count together and 

play together.  I 

would like to be a 

teacher, just like 

my teacher!”
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02 8912 2720P.O. Box 1646 Nth Sydney 2059 april.dehaan@marymackilloptoday.org.au

After being diagnosed with a severe, life-threatening illness,
Anthony* developed a strong connection to Saint Mary
MacKillop and felt compelled to support Mary MacKillop
Today’s education programs both in Australia and overseas. 
He said, 

Anthony

Learn
More

 *Image changed to protect privacy.

"I’m just an average person from a private family 
but donating each month and leaving a gift to 

Mary MacKillop Today in my Will gives me great 
pleasure, knowing I can assist others in need, especially 

those at the margins. I honestly feel empathy and 
love from my small imperfect heart for 

ALL children...
Everyone deserves a great education."
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Share our Faith and our Works 

with Future Generations

For two thousand years, our Catholic 

faith has been the source and motivation 

of many good works. It has been 

through the generosity of countless 

individuals like yourself that we have the 

spiritual and cultural heritage of our 

Catholic faith today. 

Leaving a gift in your Will with the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is 

a priceless way to preserve our 

faith and our good works in a 

legacy of faith, hope and love. 

I invite you to consider leaving 

a legacy gift in your Will to our 

ministries today.

Your legacy will: 

• Support the formation of 

seminarians, our future priests 

(Seminaries of the Good 

Shepherd and Redemptoris 

Mater)

• Spread the Gospel and our Catholic 

faith to school students(Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine)

• Provide food and accommodation to 

single mothers facing homelessness 

(CatholicCare)

• Provide aid and support to the deaf and 

hard of hearing (Ephpheta Centre)

• Develop our Indigenous Catholic 

communities (Aboriginal Catholic 

Ministry)

• Further our university, aged care and 

prison ministries (Catholic Chaplaincies)

• Complete restoration projects of our 

Mother Church, St Mary’s Cathedral (St 

Mary’s Cathedral National Trust)

• Support our retired priests (Priests’ 

Retirement Foundation)

• Promote our Catholic culture and arts 

(Palestrina Foundation)

After you have taken care of your loved 

ones, please consider leaving a gift in 

Will to further one or more of these 

ministries of faith, hope, and love.

For more information, please contact our Gifts in Wills Manager, Tony Maricic, on 1800 753 969 

or email Tony.Maricic@sydneycatholic.org and ask for our free Gift in Wills guide today! 

Thank you for considering a gift in your Will to the charities of the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney. 

       God bless,

- Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
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WHAT WILL YOUR 
LEGACY BE?

As faithful stewards of God’s graces, we are called to reflect on how we can best 

use our resources to further His kingdom. 
Will you do that today? 

Please consider leaving a bequest to your parish or church as a part of your legacy. 
Also, as part of this commitment to our Catholic community, we ask you to complete a short 2-minute survey on 

Wills. Your feedback from this survey will be instrumental in helping us to further the mission of the Church.

Scan the QR code to take 
the survey or via the website 
www.ourfaithourworks.org/bequests

https://eml-paus01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9C015B9B-3C87-49C9-8EAB-CC887BE70924/r/9C015B9B-3C87-49C9-8EAB-CC887BE70924_56209f74-49d7-4a9b-a633-922d04df6a85/l/CF5A9FB6-640A-4713-8A36-D66ED1744433/c
https://eml-paus01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9C015B9B-3C87-49C9-8EAB-CC887BE70924/r/9C015B9B-3C87-49C9-8EAB-CC887BE70924_56209f74-49d7-4a9b-a633-922d04df6a85/l/CF5A9FB6-640A-4713-8A36-D66ED1744433/c


10     The Catholic Weekly GIFT of TIME 2024-2025

GIFT of TIME

A Gift 35 Years in the Making
Alma Eileen Millane legacy gift to St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney shows 

how a well-considered bequest can honour personal values and 

create a lasting impact for generations to come.

Alma’s life journey took her 
from humble beginnings 
to making a meaningful 
contribution to future 
healthcare outcomes for 
the community. Born in 
Newtown in 1900, Alma 
met and later married Elwin 
Millane, a commercial 
traveller, three decades 
later. Together they settled 
into their home on Storey 
St in Maroubra in 1956 until 
Elwin’s sad passing in 1980. 

During his final days, Elwin 
received compassionate care 
at Sacred Heart Hospice at  
St Vincent’s. To reflect her 
gratitude, Alma decided to 
make her Will, which would 
support a dear friend and 
ultimately a cause that 
touched her and Elwin 
deeply. She ensured that 
her close friend and carer, 
Cheryl, was provided with a 
life tenancy at the Storey St 
property before ownership 
would then be transferred to 
Sacred Heart. This generous 
provision allowed for Alma’s 
property to be a place of 
comfort for the remainder of 
Cheryl’s life. 

The Storey Street house, 
valued at $190,000 in 1989, 
appreciated significantly 
over time, fetching a 
sale price of $2.14 million 
earlier this year. The funds 
will support patients at 

St Vincent’s Sacred Heart 
and help palliative care 
patients live as comfortably 
as possible despite their life-
limiting or terminal illnesses.

Alma’s foresight in drafting 
her Will has not only made 
a profound impact on 
St Vincent’s supportive 
palliative care service but 
will also benefit palliative 
healthcare services more 
broadly. Alma’s bequest 
highlights how thoughtful 
planning and generosity can 
ensure that you are able to 
look after your loved ones 
while making a meaningful 
impact to a cause close to 
your heart. 

Palliative care, once 
associated with end-of-
life care, now focuses on 
enhancing a patient’s quality 
of life, with support also 
provided to family and carers 
throughout the patient’s 
journey and beyond.

Alma’s gift will significantly 
improve the quality of life for 
palliative care patients by 
providing access to medical 
equipment and essential 
comforts. For patients who 
may not be able to a�ord 
crucial care equipment for 
their home, this includes 
specialised hospital beds 
and mattresses for home 
use, supplemental oxygen, 

reclining chairs, wheelchairs 
and comfort chairs. Those 
who wish to remain at home 
can also to do so safely, 
comfortably, and for longer 
periods of time. Alma’s 
legacy will also support 
crucial education and 
clinical research initiatives  
including funding for a 
palliative care research trial 
coordinator. The coordinator 
will collect data on managing 
symptoms of life-limiting 
illnesses, and investigator-
led studies, which do not 
attract government grants.

“We are so grateful that 

such a kind donation will be 

able to help so many people 

in such a di�icult time of their 

lives. We look after patients 

who have life-limiting 

illnesses so funding will go 

towards making patients’ last 

days of life a more pleasant 

experience.” 

Dr Davinia Seah - Director 

of Sacred Heart Supportive 

and Palliative Care Service, 

St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney 

When Alma made her Will 

in 1985 and chose to leave 

a legacy gift to St Vincent’s 

Hospital, we are sure 

that she had no idea just 

how many lives would be 

touched as a result of her 

generosity.  

Dr Davinia Seah, left, with Loretta Jagucanskasm, Head of Bequests. 
 PHOTO: SUPPLIED



OUR LEGACY IS THE CARE WE PROVIDE TO THE COMMUNITY

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE?

Contact our Bequest Team for a confidential discussion 

on 1800 800 595 or email SVHNS.Bequests@svha.org.au

mailto:SVHNS.Bequests@svha.org.au
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CHECK LIST
It’s a good idea before making an appointment to prepare your Will, to take

along as many details about yourself as possible for your Solicitor. Additionally 
write down your decisions as to the disbursement of your estate. Keep this 

information along with a copy of your Will in a safe place.

1. Your full name

2. Your date of birth

3. Residential address and contact details

4. Former address

5. Name of Spouse

6. Names of all children

7. Date of marriage

8. Emergency contact

9. Next of kin and phone number

10. Name/s of people to act as Executor of   
     your estate

11. Funeral director

12. Funeral plan if applicable

13. Your funeral arrangements Tax File Number

14. Medicare card number

15. Private health insurance details

16. Centrelink number and pension type

17. Superannuation details

18. Veterans A�airs number

19. Drivers Licence number

20. Passport number and expiry date

21. Name of account and financial advisor

22. Bank account/s details

23. Location of House Deeds

24. Mortgage details

25. List of other properties

26. Life Insurance details

DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this booklet is for information only. You should 
seek your own independent legal advice at all times.
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Material deadline
26 September 2024

Material deadline 
23 October 2024

Material deadline
14 October 2024

Material deadline
1 November 2024

Material deadline 
20 November 2024

PUBLISHED 
22 DECEMBER 2024

Your upcoming features for 2024
For details contact Ignatius (02) 9390 5318 or  Katie (02) 9390 5402

Make sure your school or organisation gets 

the exposure it deserves
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To plant a seed today
is tobelieve in tomorrow

By making a gift in your Will to Catholic Mission, you can leave a 
legacy of blessing and healing to those who need it most around the 
world. 

A gift in your Will is reflective of your values and beliefs, and like a 
seed that is planted and nurtured, it can grow to provide shade and 
sustenance for generations to come. 

“It is the smallest of all seeds, but once it has 

been planted, it is larger than all the garden 

plants; it becomes a tree.” 

-Matthew 13:32

Your legacy can last

a lifetime

PO Box 1668, North Sydney NSW 2059(02) 9919 7800  wills@catholicmission.org.au

catholicmission.org.au/legacy


